
The Moraga School District
is currently accepting appli-

cations for an appointment on its
governing board.  The five-mem-
ber board lost member Parker
Colvin at the end of 2015, as the
Moraga father and his family are
leaving the town to pursue other
adventures.  The board decided to
appoint a new volunteer by inter-
viewing applicants, rather than
call for an election. The person
that will be chosen will sit on the
school board for approximately
one year, starting Jan. 26.  Elec-
tions for school board members
will be held in November as part
of the general 2016 ballot and the
new appointee will have the op-
portunity to decide whether to run
or not at that time.  An informa-
tional meeting will be held at 6
p.m. on Jan. 12 at the Joaquin
Moraga Intermediate School li-
brary for applicants who are inter-
ested in learning more about the
appointment process and the roles
and responsibilities of governing
board members, according to the
school district. Applicants are
welcome to contact governing
board members and the superin-
tendent about the process, com-
mitment, and responsibilities of
board members.  Applications
need to be filed before noon on
Jan. 19.  Documents are available
online on the Moraga School Dis-
trict’s website at
www.moraga.k12.ca.us/. 
– S. Braccini

This is the third time that Mike
Metcalf will hold the gavel

on the Moraga council dais when
discussing important issues in
2016, such as the rules for hillside
and ridgeline development, the
Moraga Center Specific Plan zon-
ing, the Hacienda de las Flores de-
velopment plan, finding revenue
sources for the millions of dollars
in delayed maintenance, or partner-
ing with the school district for
recreation facilities usage.  But
there is one thing the new mayor
does not want to hear about: a
moratorium on development in
town. In Metcalf’s view, current de-
velopment plans are not excessive,
especially considering that Moraga
has been quasi stagnant for the past
several years.

     
One of Metcalf’s many charac-

teristics is that he calls a spade a
spade. “When I hear Lafayette
blaming Moraga’s development for
their downtown traffic, I ask, what
development?” he says.    Accord-
ing to the town’s 2015-23 Housing
Element, only 10 new homes were
built in Moraga between 2007 and
2014.  His opinion is that Moraga
has long been overdue for building
some new housing units, and that
the 74 that will be completed in
2016 (Rancho Laguna II off Rheem
Boulevard, the Camino Ricardo
subdivision, and Via Moraga across
from the Rheem Shopping Center)

is not an excessive number.  “Some
people say that we have 600 units
planned in the (Moraga Center)
Specific Plan area,” he adds. “Let's
be serious about this.” The new
mayor notes that the Camino Ri-
cardo and the Town Center Homes
developments (both part of that
plan) were supposed to have 100
units, and that the actual number is
only 72.  Metcalf thus deduces that
the maximum build-up of the
MCSP will be much less than 600
units, and says it is likely to take
years.

     
Metcalf believes that the best

way for residents to have an impact
on what will be coming next in this
area is to participate in the discus-
sion of its zoning.  “The process
that has started with an advisory
committee is hugely important,” he
says.  He hopes that the public will
soon be involved and the outcome
adopted in 2016 (see the Lamor-
inda Weekly Dec. 16 article, “Res-
idents Can Weigh In on Defining
Downtown Character” in the online
archives).

     
As far as development rights

are concerned, Metcalf's view is
there needs to be a compromise
made between property owners
who have entitlements as stated in
the fifth amendment of the Consti-
tution, and the public interest.
“There is tension between property
rights and community interest,” he

says. “The trick is to turn them to-
ward each other for a complemen-
tary (result). There is a trade off.
There is a negotiation. It can't be
one way.”

     
Another important goal for

Metcalf is to move a transformation
plan forward for the Hacienda de
las Flores.  “I went to a meeting
there last week,” he said, “and there
was just one group of people in La
Sala doing exercise. It was mostly
empty and dark.  It is so sad.”  Met-
calf supports a public-private part-
nership that would bring the
necessary money to update the
building, and he is in favor of giv-
ing more time to the architect who
has been working on the plans and
a marketing study.  “We have to be
patient,” says the new mayor.  The
architect’s report was scheduled for
October 2015 and should be made
available in February.

     
Metcalf would also like to see

the completion of the ridgeline and
hillside regulation amendment that
he has been working on with a
committee for over a year.  “We
want to fill the holes in the existing
regulations, clarifying rules and
getting back to the spirit of MOSO
(Moraga Open Space Ordinance
that was adopted by the people),”

he says.  The planning commission
should begin discussing the text on
Jan. 20. 

     
When it comes to tackling the

issue of delayed maintenance and
storm drains, in particular, Metcalf
is careful.  “There is no revenue
stream for that ($8.9 million of high
priority work),” he says. “If the vot-
ers don't want to vote for some-
thing, there is nothing you can do
about it.” He adds that at least the
town government knows what has
to be done technically. The chal-
lenge is to get the story out and
convince people that it is needed.
He recommends that the question
be asked of residents as part of a
community outreach preference
survey.  

     
Metcalf supports a new process

that will involve residents more
than ever to complete the list of the
town’s 2016 goals.  An online town
hall interface is open to residents to
list the town goals in order of their
priority and to add their own.  Res-
idents are also invited to a goal-set-
ting workshop at 6 p.m. Thursday,
Jan. 21 in the Council Chambers,
335 Rheem Blvd.  To voice your
opinion, visit moraga.ca.us/open-
townhall.
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Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us
Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Public Meetings

School Board Meeting
Moraga School District 
Tuesday, Jan. 12, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School Auditorium
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Planning Commission
Monday, Jan. 4, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library, 1500 St. Mary’s Rd .

Design Review
Monday, Jan. 11, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library, 1500 St. Mary’s Rd .

Town Council
Wednesday, Jan. 13, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School,
1010 Camino Pablo

DUI 12/16/15  After a number of
traffic violations on Moraga Way,
police finally pulled over a driver
who seemed to be confused and
showed objective signs of intoxica-
tion on Ascot Drive.  The 21-year-
old driver was arrested for DUI and
booked into county jail in Martinez
after refusing to take a breath or
blood test.

Missing jewelry 12/18/15 An Au-
gusta Drive resident last saw jew-
elry on Dec. 11 and discovered it
had vanished on Dec. 16.  No signs
of forced entry – the homeowner
believes her housekeeper may be re-
sponsible.  Jewelry valued at over
$8,000.  The incident is under inves-
tigation.

Loud party 12/19/15  Ten, count
‘em, 10 people were inside a resi-
dence drinking alcoholic beverages
at 11:08 p.m.  Loud noise and music
could be heard from the street.  The
sole resident was issued a Loud or
Unruly Party Warning Notice.

Violation of restraining order
12/21/15  A former tenant had been
served a restraining order prohibit-
ing him from being on the property.
Cops determined that he was, in-
deed, on the property, so he was ar-
rested for violating the court order
and was taken to the Martinez De-
tention Facility.  No address given.

Car stolen 12/22/15  A Westchester
Drive resident parked his car just
down the street from his house over
the weekend.  At some point over
the two days, an unknown suspect
stole his car.  All the keys were ac-
counted for and no one was given
permission to drive it.

Traffic accident 12/22/15 A 91-year-
old driver of a silver Honda became
distracted and failed to stop at a stop
sign before rear-ending a white
Honda, causing minor damage to the
white car and moderate damage to the
silver car.  The elderly gentleman’s
silver car was towed from the scene. 

Other crimes occurring in Mor-
aga from Dec. 15-23:
False Alarm – Rimer Drive, Mor-
aga Way, Augusta Drive, Birch-
wood Drive, Betlin Place 
Civil Disturbance – Kent Court
Lost Keys – Center Street
Identity Theft – Moraga Road

Moraga Police 
Department

Happy New Year!

Bernie & Ryerson Team 

925.200.2222 or 925.878.9685 
gabernie@pacunion.com 
ken@ryersonrealty.com 

License #: 00686144 | 01418309

Concierge Real Estate Services

Combined 40+ years of unparalleled service

Representing buyers & sellers in Lamorinda

Trend setting marketing customized for each home

Committed to helping you achieve your goals

Bernie & Ryerson Team

Are you considering selling your home?
 
If so, please give us a call for assistance. We would be happy 
to provide you with a complimentary market analysis of your 
home’s value, as well as a comprehensive marketing plan 
detailing how to get you the highest sale price in today’s market!
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New Moraga
School
District
Board
Member
Needed

Moraga’s New Mayor Discusses Town Goals and
Development
By Sophie Braccini

Ten goals proposed for 2016
•     Develop a sustainable funding strategy for Town assets and infrastruc-

ture. 
•     Complete the Moraga Center Specific Plan implementation project form-

based zoning, and streetscape and park consolidation standards. 
•     Complete an update of hillside and ridgeline regulations.
•     Improve the interconnectedness and public awareness of Moraga's trail

system.
•     Re-open discussions with the school district for new and shared com-

munity recreation facilities.
•     Adopt a balanced budget and continue high quality financial reporting.
•     Develop a concept and plans for a financially sustainable Hacienda de

las Flores. 
•     Work with Saint Mary's College to complete the design and financing

plan for St. Mary's Road roundabouts. 
•     Install new streetlights in critical areas around town. 
•     Complete the community preferences survey and develop a revenue

measure for the 2016 ballot.
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